Nasal reconstruction using the Washio retroauricular temporal flap.
Reconstruction of an external nasal defect presents a challenge to the reconstructive surgeon. Transferring retroauricular tissue on a temporal pedicle was first described by Washio as a means to repair the central portion of the face. This paper describes our experience with the Washio retroauricular temporal flap for nasal reconstruction in twelve patients, together with our modifications to simplify the planning and raising of the flap. There was one patient with a stitch abscess, one case of hair loss from the pedicle which recovered within one month and one elderly patient who developed thromboembolic complications. There was no instance of flap necrosis. Our results confirm that the Washio retroauricular flap is an excellent technique for difficult nasal reconstruction in young patients.